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 The “one child policy” was a population control 

policy in China and has been in existence since 

late 1979.

 Does having siblings influence an individual’s 

educational attainment?

 Since China is a country with a strong preference 

for sons, do the effects of siblings differ by gender?

Data: 2006 and 2008 Chinese General Social 

Survey (CGSS).

Sample: first-born children in cohorts born during 

1949 to 2008.

Dependent variable:

(1) Years of education : years individuals spend in 

school

(2) Diploma: whether an individual graduated from 

secondary school.

Primary explanatory variable: whether she/he is the 

only child in the family

 Instrumental variable : Individuals who are both 

under age 27 (born after the One Child Policy) and 

ethnic Han (subject to the One Child Policy)

Additional control variables: Gender, Age, Marital 

Status,  Location (Urban or Rural), Ethnicity (Han or 

Minority). 

Results

Data and Methods

Background Research Questions Analysis

On average, an only child completes 2.8 more 

years of education than one with siblings. Having a 

sibling has a strong effect on educational 

attainment for males but not for females.

Though the effect is not statistically significant, males 

without siblings are 32.5 percentage points more likely 

to complete secondary school than those with siblings. 

The One Child Policy effectively improved 

individuals’ educational attainment, especially in 

terms of years of education.

Gender imbalance: the One Child Policy affects 

a child's education differently based on the 

gender of his or her siblings.

 In China, parents value education more when 

they have sons.

Girls are less likely to go to school and when 

they do go, they attend for fewer years. Parents 

do not believe investment in girls’ education is 

worth as much as investment in boys’. 

regardless of whether they have more than one 

child.

 “Resource-dilution” hypothesis: finite parental 

resources are distributed among siblings. Each 

additional sibling reduces the family resources 

available to each child, especially for education. 
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